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Update

We 
are excited to announce the launch of 

our sixth Common Threads project: The 
Sustainable Society. This past summer 

the project team of six Ontario secondary 

educators traveled to two uniquely 

different countries to investigate the interconnected relationships 

EHWZHHQ�SHRSOH��SODQHW��DQG�SUR¿W��7KH\�PHW�ZLWK�QXPHURXV�GLYHUVH�
stakeholders, immersed themselves in local culture, and had many 

unforgettable experiences. 

Common Threads is OSSTF/FEESO’s international solidarity 

program which offers members the opportunity to travel abroad 

and conduct research resulting in the creation of new progressive 

curriculum on critical issues.

In July, the team went to Venezuela to discover how the 

social system, media, education and distribution of wealth 

works in this country. They met with several community 

leaders in Caracas to listen to their history and understand 

their points of view. Knowledge of the workings of the oil 

LQGXVWU\� ZHUH� GH¿QHG� WKURXJK� PHHWLQJV� ZLWK� 3HWUyOHRV�
GH�9HQH]XHOD�� 6�$�� �3'96$��� �3HWUROHXP�RI�9HQH]XHOD���
the state owned oil and gas company. The team learned 

about several of their social programs such as the state run 

WHOHYLVLRQ�DQG�³7KH�)URJ�DQG�'RJ´�D�JRYHUQPHQW�SXEOLVKHU�
that prints and distributes free books to those in need. 

7KURXJK� ¿UVW�KDQG� DFFRXQWV� IURP� VWXGHQWV� IURP� 3HUX�
who were educated to be doctors for free in Venezuela, 

WKH� FRQWLQHQWDO� VRFLDO� EHQH¿WV� IURP� RLO� ZHUH� H[SODLQHG��
This was expanded upon by a visit with the ALBA bank 

to understand their system of trade with other member 

countries based on social needs. The socialist model used 

in Venezuela demonstrates the strength of people working 

together to bring improvements to the lives of many. 

In August, the team went to Norway to research the 

VXFFHVV�RI�WKH�UHYHUHG�µ1RUGLF�0RGHO�¶�(DFK�GD\�WKRXJKW�
provoking meetings were held with different organizations 

DQG�JRYHUQPHQW�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�LQFOXGLQJ��0LQLVWU\�RI�3HWUROHXP�DQG�
Energy, Institute for Labour and Social Research, and the Norwegian 

&RQIHGHUDWLRQ� RI�7UDGH�8QLRQV��1RUZD\¶V� UHVHDUFK�EDVHG�� WULSDUWLWH�
approach to natural resource management and prioritization of a strong 

VRFLDO�ZHOIDUH�V\VWHP�LOOXVWUDWHG�WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�ORQJ�WHUP�SODQQLQJ�DQG� 
systems thinking.

The interdisciplinary Common Threads The Sustainable 
Society curriculum package will be available to teachers 

in the 2015–16 school year. In the meantime, you are 

encouraged to enhance your teaching program with any  

RI�RXU�¿YH�SUHYLRXV�&RPPRQ�7KUHDGV�FXUULFXOXP�UHVRXUFHV��DYDLODEOH�
at: osstf.on.ca/commonthreads.   

7KH�&RPPRQ�7KUHDGV�;,�WHDP��O�U��0LFKHOOH�/HDNH��'������/LPHVWRQH���'DYH�'DUOLQJ�
�'���$��1RUWKHUQ�6KLHOG���7DLQD�.DQHUYD��'������7RURQWR���$OLVRQ�5LPHOO��'������7RURQWR���
-HQQLIHU�*LOEHUW��'������7KDPHV�9DOOH\���0LFKHOOH�&KDPEHUV��'������.DZDUWKD�3LQH�

5LGJH���DQG�5RE�'XE\N��3URYLQFLDO�2I¿FH�6WDII���3KRWR�WDNHQ�ZKLOH�LQ�2VOR��1RUZD\�LQ�
front of Landsorganisasjonen i Norge (The Norwegian Confederation of Trade Unions 

�/2��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�ODUJHVW�DQG�PRVW�LQÀXHQWLDO�ZRUNHUV
�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�LQ�1RUZD\�

Common Threads VI: An uncommon experience


